Door County Film Festival 2026 Schedule

Thursday Night Student Films 6pm

Family Business 11:28 UW Oshkosh Jacob Lefeber
Hugh, an arrogant 17-year-old, enters into the world of crime in order to provide for his family.

Don't Answer 7:33 UW Stout Bennett Michael Johnson
Two friends retreat to a secluded cabin, craving a quiet weekend away. But when one of them
unexpectedly cancels, the peaceful escape begins to unravel.

Good intentions 6:14 UwGB Aubrey Laux
A school psychologist has a hell of a night after a student claims she hears disturbing voices on her
tape recorder.

3 minutes 14:31 Oshkosh Emelia Roberts
3 Minutes follows college couple Ellie and Ethan as they wait for the result of a pregnancy test,
separated by a bathroom door and a whirlwind of emotions.

Unconditional 8:55 UW Madison Joely Hurkman
Tag along with Laura and Marie as they enjoy the spring weather and the added thrills of
roller-skating.

River Trail Odyssey 14:55 UW Oshkosh Ben Leasum
A river spirit helps a young man move past his grief after the death of his beloved grandfather.

A Song of Black and White 14:13 UW Oshkosh Albino Anzurez
An emotionally lost detective gets sent on assignment to a laboratory. He discovers objects and
people that are not of his reality.

Controlled Burn 21:51 York University Peter Howie
Reid spends his final day of parole doing all the things that got him there in the first place.

Mindframe 16:58 UW Milwaukee Kiersten Hoff
A scientist and his assistant experiment with technology to digitally resurrect the brains of the dead.

Stained Reputation 13:11 UW Oshkosh Jenavieve Plutz
This comedic short film follows the story of Rebecca, a quirky young woman, who is fighting an office
rumor that is ruining her image. How far will she go to clear her stained reputation?

(TRT 2:09:49)
Filmmaker Q&A 15 Minutes



Friday Matinee Feature Film 2:00pm

Burt 01:17:00 Los Angeles, CA Joe Burke
Burt, a delightful and spirited 69 year old street musician with Parkinson’s has his daily life shaken
up when Sammy, a wayward young man from New York shows up claiming to be his son.

Social 4pm - 5:30pm

Guests of the festival are invited to attend a social where you can interact with the filmmakers,
film enthusiasts and event staff. Food and drink are available for purchase at the concession
stand.

Keynote/Guest Speaker 5:45pm
Keynote Speaker Pete Schwaba, Civic Media’s Night Lite with Pete Schwaba - 15 Minutes

Friday Night Feature Film 6:00pm

Presented by the Friends of Door County Libraries and the League of Women Voters of Door County
The Librarians 01:32:00 New York, NY Kim A. Snyder
As an unprecedented wave of book banning is sparked in Texas, Florida, and beyond,
librarians under siege join forces as unlikely defenders fighting for intellectual freedom on
the front lines of democracy.

Filmmaker Q&A 15 Minutes

Saturday Shorts Program 1 1pm

Till | Dream of You Again 4:44 Manitowoc, WI Melanie Gartner
A woman on a journey to escape her past. But when love sours, nothing is ever as it seems.

Embodied 8:28 Appleton, WI Len Borruso
A meditative exploration of the life and philosophy of collaborative dance artist Margaret Sunghe
Paek, where the boundary between movement and everyday life dissolves.

Houston We Have a Problem 8:54 Madison, WI Jeff Blankenship
A group of friends gather for their usual game night, laughter flowing as charades take center stage.

Tony’s Swing 9:50 Chicago, Il Anthony Francis Cuomo
Tony, a 19-year-old with autism, was enjoying a quiet moment swinging at a local playground.
However, his joy was interrupted by critical stares from both children and adults who were
uncomfortable with his presence.



Compost Revolution: 2:36 Stevens Point, WI Jade Arnold
A Bucket Ruckus Story

This video follows Kelly, the founder of Bucket Ruckus, as she takes us around Stevens Point to talk
about the challenges of food waste and the growing movement of composting.

Kind Mother 14:58 Los Angeles , CA Clare O'Connor
An estranged mother arrives at the silent retreat that her daughter is attending. When the two
women engage in an unusual - and fantastical - power struggle, limits are tested.

Haul Me Away 3:10 Neenah, Wisconsin Moriah Koehler
Folk singer-songwriter Michael Grabner's "Haul Me Away" is a daydreamy love song all about
creating a beautiful life together through the trippy twists and turns of love.

A Place for Alan 9:21 Elgin, lllinois Dana Wiker
This is Alan, a young man whose journey through an inclusion program helped him grow confidence
and self-reliance, supported by a community that embraces him as he is.

The Blood Trade 9:19 Madison, WI Bowdie Bentz
A US Marshal and his deputy track down an outlaw, who has taken up fur trading in the wild.

Fail Safe 13:00 Marinette, WI Joe Schwaba

Dim-witted Rodney is determined to rob his local bank. Shirley, the bank teller, has other ideas.

(TRT 1:21:44)
Filmmaker Q&A 15 Minutes

Break 30 - 45 Minutes - as time Allows
Saturday Shorts Program 2 3:30pm
Entrepreneur 13:10 Rhinelander, WI Nate Sheppard

Entrepreneur explores the stories of 4 interconnected businesses in a historic building in downtown
Rhinelander and their journey to get everything off the ground and thriving in a shared space.

Forgiveness 3:11 Milwaukee, WI Eric Arsnow
Forgiveness is a music video for the Milwaukee post-punk band Seances from the album Power Is A
Phantom (2025). Following a car accident, the ghost of the passenger travels through the haunted
house they reside in to find a key to resurrect their past lover.

Three Chicken Dinners 9:30 Stevens Point, WI Ethan Kulinski
Grayson, a young film production assistant from the city, has been tasked with getting food for the
set from a small-town Wisconsin dive bar. Facing pressures to perform on his first day of the job, he
struggles to please the obstinate locals that view him as an ill-intentioned outsider.



Light Shines in the Darkness 10:07 Madison, WI TJ Hill, Travis Agnew
The "making of" journey through grief on the road to healing. Light Shines in the Darkness is a
healing art and music project in response to the tragic shooting at Abundant Life Christian School in
Madison Wisconsin on December 16th, 2024.

Daniel Needs to Leave 11:00 Marion, WI Craig Knitt
Daniel needs to leave a Wisconsin house party. Simple enough—until it isn’t. Every step toward the
door is stalled by well-meaning friends, beer-fueled banter, cheese curds, Kringle, impersonations,
and the ever-repeating promise: “Pizza’s coming.”

Blossom Needs a Ride Home 9:19 Eau Claire, WI Tim Schwagel
After defeating a bloodthirsty maniac, Blossom needs a ride home. What a hassle.

The Truth Will Set You Free 34:25 Hortonville, WI David Jackson
In this intimate documentary, Marty Sosnowski openly shares his journey through addiction, the
tragic loss of close friends, and his fight for sobriety.

(TRT 1:30:42)

Filmmaker Q&A 15 Minutes
Break 30 - 45 Minutes - as time Allows

Saturday Guest Speakers 6pm
Rep. O'Connor and Jon Jarosh from Destination Door County will give a presentation
about the Wisconsin State Film Office and Film Tax Incentives

Saturday Feature Film 6:15pm

A Cherry Pie Christmas 01:32:00 Worcester, MA John Stimpson
Pastry chef Emma Parker returns from Chicago to her family’s cherry orchard in Door
County, Wisconsin for Christmas; she learns the farm is on the brink of being sold to
developers. Persuaded to enter the town’s holiday pie bake-off, Emma reconnects with
her high school sweetheart, Mitch and together they discover the recipe for saving the
orchard — and their hearts — might just be love.



